
National Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week  
October 21-27, 2012 

National Policy & Advocacy Leadership Webinar 



Agenda  
• 1:00 PM Welcome 
• 1:05 PM Update on CDC Restoration Campaign 

& Lead Week Call to Action 
• 1:20 PM State & Local Innovations  

– John Belt, Administrator, Bureau of Child and 
Family Health Services, State of Ohio 

– Tom Carroll, Section Chief, Housing Hygiene, 
New York State Department of Health 

– Dalila Cardona, Sixteenth Street Community Health 
Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin  

• 1:55 PM  Wrap Up & Adjourn 



 
 
 

 

 
CDC Healthy Homes & Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Program Restoration 
Campaign Update 



CDC’s Healthy Homes/Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program Budget Snapshot 
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Note: FY12 and FY13 
President Budget 
Consolidates Lead 
and Asthma 
Programs. Senate 
budgets decouple 
programs. 



Program Impacts 
• Loss of approx 345 positions nationwide 
• Program elements severely impacted:  

– Education and outreach 
– Surveillance 
– Program evaluation 
– Direct services 

• Largest staff reductions in epidemiology & 
data management 
 
 



Program Impacts (Cont’d) 
• 20 programs adopted the new Healthy Homes 

Lead Poisoning Prevention Surveillance System 
(HHLPPS) 

• 13 will not adopt  
• 9 others may rethink decision to adopt 

– Lack of space on existing servers, no funds  
for new servers, and loss of trained staff. 



Advocacy Goals 

• Backfill 2012 through re-allocation of HHS 
funds  

– To $16 million (President’s budget) 
• Restore budget in 2013  

– To $29 million (FY11 level) 
 

 



Strategies 
• 2012 Fix: Engage the White House and HHS 

Leadership through key intermediaries:  
 
– Big City Mayors 
– Key Interest Groups 
– Media 
 

• 2013 Restoration: Engage key Congressional 
Members through professional contact and 
grassroots advocacy.  

 



US Conference of Mayors Resolution 







“Funds for screening kids 
dwindle as lead threat 
increases”  

“Drastic Cuts to Lead Poisoning and Prevention 
Funds” 

“A Thinner Coat of Funding” 

“Federal cuts to lead poisoning 
prevention programs concern 
city, state officials” 

“Tougher lead poisoning rules: Less 
money to treat more kids CDC mulls 
stricter standards as states face 
funding cuts” 

“Programs to screen, treat lead 
poisoning in children face budget 
ax” 

“Congress Delivers Lump of 
Lead to Our Nation's Children” 

“Lower lead levels harmful for 
kids, yet preventive funds 
dwindle” 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/health/story/health/story/2012-01-18/Funds-for-screening-kids-dwindle-as-lead-threat-increases/52638442/1
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/07/drastic-cuts-to-lead-poisoning-and-prevention-funds/
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/07/drastic-cuts-to-lead-poisoning-and-prevention-funds/
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/01/greater_cleveland_officials_co.html
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/01/greater_cleveland_officials_co.html
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/01/greater_cleveland_officials_co.html
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/01/greater_cleveland_officials_co.html
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2012/01/greater_cleveland_officials_co.html
http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/01/10/5
http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/01/10/5
http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/01/10/5
http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/01/10/5
http://www.bizjournals.com/prnewswire/press_releases/2011/12/22/PH26636
http://www.bizjournals.com/prnewswire/press_releases/2011/12/22/PH26636
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/health/story/health/story/2012-01-18/Funds-for-screening-kids-dwindle-as-lead-threat-increases/52638442/1
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/health/story/health/story/2012-01-18/Funds-for-screening-kids-dwindle-as-lead-threat-increases/52638442/1
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/health/story/health/story/2012-01-18/Funds-for-screening-kids-dwindle-as-lead-threat-increases/52638442/1




Number of PA Children < 72 Months with Blood 
Lead Levels 

http://tinyurl.com/96fq7sq 
 



www.nchh.org//Portals/0/Contents/Consumer%20BLL%20Fact%20Sheet%208-7-12.pdf 

http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/Consumer BLL Fact Sheet 8-7-12.pdf


DC Advocacy Day 

The  Music Family (Sean and Brenda), Mike 
Prideaux, and Chairman Harkin (D-IA) 

The Music Family, Lindsey Harms, 
Mike Prideaux and Congressman 
Braley 



“Meeting Brenda and Sean today and hearing 
firsthand how this Iowa family was impacted by 
lead poisoning is what raises awareness about 
the dangers of lead paint. I am impressed by 
their efforts … to encourage Congress to fund 
programs that combat lead poisoning.” – 
 
Senator Tom Harkin, Chairman, Senate Appropriations Health 
Subcommittee  
 



Senator Harkin,  
 

Thank you so much for listening to my Mom talk about the 
budget cut to the CDC healthy homes and lead poisoning 
program. I am lucky I had the help, but lots of kids won't be 
unless they can get more money to help them. They won't 
do well in school and they won't be able to find good jobs 
when they get older.  
 
Thank you so very much again for wanting to help kids like 
me in Iowa. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sean Arthur Music  
Independence, Iowa 



Where We Stand  
• Senate Subcommittee included $10 million to 

continue CDC’s surveillance program 
– Thanks to Senator Jack Reed and Chairman Harkin 

• House Subcommittee number not published 
• Continuing Resolution until March 2013 
• HHS Pressing CDC to find $10 million to sustain 

surveillance 
• CDC Granted No-Cost Extensions to all but 4 sites 

– New Jersey, Maryland, Iowa, Kentucky 
 



Senate Report Language 
Blood Lead Reference Value.—The Committee applauds 
CDC for doing away with the use of the ‘‘blood lead level of 
concern’’ methodology. The Committee encourages CDC to 
raise awareness of the new blood lead reference value.  
 
Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Program.—The Committee recommendation includes 
sufficient funding for national surveillance efforts that can 
better target HUD lead poisoning prevention efforts, 
technical assistance to local public health officials, and 
national leadership on the science of lead poisoning. 



House Targets 
• Harold Dallas "Hal" Rogers (R-KY) Chairman  
• Kay Granger (R-TX)  
• Michael K. "Mike" Simpson (R-ID)  
• Dennis R. "Denny" Rehberg (R-MT)  
• Rodney M. Alexander (R-LA)  



Senate Targets 
• Hutchison R TX  
• Alexander R TN  
• Johnson R WI  
• Kirk R IL  
• Graham R SC  
• Moran R KS  
• Harkin D IA  
• Kohl D WI  
 

 

• Murray D WA  
• Landrieu D LA  
• Durbin D IL  
• Reed D RI  
• Pryor D AR  
• Mikulski D MD  
• Brown D OH  
• Shelby R AL  
• Cochran R MS 

 



Key Resources 

• Take Action Here: Legislative Action Center 
– http://capwiz.com/nchh/home/ 

 
 
 

http://capwiz.com/nchh/home/


Resources 

www.nchh.org/Policy/National-Safe-and-Healthy-Housing-
Coalition.aspx 

Guide to Advocacy 
www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/
State%20and%20Local%20Guide
%20to%20HH%20Advocacy_Apr-
11-2012.pdf 
 
 

Impact Statements 
www.nchh.org/Policy/NationalSafe
andHealthyHousingCoalition/CDCI
mpactStatements.aspx 

http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/State and Local Guide to HH Advocacy_Apr-11-2012.pdf
http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/State and Local Guide to HH Advocacy_Apr-11-2012.pdf
http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/State and Local Guide to HH Advocacy_Apr-11-2012.pdf
http://www.nchh.org/Portals/0/Contents/State and Local Guide to HH Advocacy_Apr-11-2012.pdf
http://www.nchh.org/Policy/NationalSafeandHealthyHousingCoalition/CDCImpactStatements.aspx
http://www.nchh.org/Policy/NationalSafeandHealthyHousingCoalition/CDCImpactStatements.aspx
http://www.nchh.org/Policy/NationalSafeandHealthyHousingCoalition/CDCImpactStatements.aspx


Lead Risk Index 

• http://www.leadriskindex.com/ 
 

http://www.leadriskindex.com/


 
Innovations for Austere Budgets 
  

• Medicaid/Private Insurer Reimbursement for Services (State of 
Ohio) 

 
 

• Fee-for-Service (Washington, DC) 
 
 

• Case management through Community Health Centers, CHWs, or 
Visiting Nurses (Milwaukee, WI) 

  
• Health department provides community primary prevention (New 

York State) 
 



Contact Information 
  
Rebecca Morley, Executive Director  
National Center for Healthy Housing 
10320 Little Patuxent Parkway, Suite 500 
Columbia, MD 21044 
443.539.4159 
443.539.4150 (fax) 
rmorley@nchh.org 
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