


California Healthy Housing Fact Sheet

The Need in California:
Twenty-two percent of children in California in 2012 lived in poverty, up from 19 percent in 2005.[endnoteRef:1]   Nearly 10 percent of California homes were built before 1940 and 63 percent of homes built before 1980.[endnoteRef:2] These factors make California a high housing hazard state. Unhealthy housing conditions can lead to lead poisoning, injuries, and asthma and other respiratory problems. These health problems in turn result in missed school days and poor school performance for children, and missed work days for parents.    [1:  The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 2013 Kids Count Data Book: California State Profile. Retrieved from http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/412-children-living-in-poverty?loc=6&loct=2#detailed/2/any/false/133,38,35,18,16/any/1038 ]  [2:  American Community Survey 2004.  Percent of Housing Units That Were Built in 1939 or Earlier by State.  Retrieved from http://www.statemaster.com/graph/hou_per_of_hou_uni_tha_wer_bui_in_193_or_ear-units-were-built-1939-earlier] 


Funding for Healthy Housing in California:
· Since 1999, eligible cities, counties, and qualifying nonprofits have received 82 grants for a total of $180,871,598 in funding from HUD’s Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control for lead hazard reduction, healthy homes production, and education and outreach activities, including $3 million awarded to the City and County of San Francisco for lead hazard reduction in 2013.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2013/HUDNo.13-080] 

· In fiscal year 2011, the state of California received $594,000 in funding for healthy homes programmatic activities from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).[endnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.cdc.gov/healthyhomes/programs/md.htm ] 


Childhood Lead Poisoning: 
· In 2011, 16,641 of the children tested in California had an elevated blood lead level, which is five or more micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood (µg/dL); 1,156 of them had blood lead levels of 10 µg/dL or more.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Number of Children Tested and Confirmed EBLLs by State, Year, and BLL Group, Children < 72 Months Old.  Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/data/StateConfirmedByYear1997-2012.htm] 


Asthma:
· In 2008, an estimated 644,122 children in California had asthma. Child lifetime asthma prevalence was 11.5 percent, and child current asthma prevalence was 7.1 percent.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2011CDC Asthma State Profiles. Retrieved from
http://www.cdc.gov/asthma/stateprofiles/Asthma_in_CA.pdf ] 

· Child current asthma prevalence was lower among Hispanics than non-Hispanic whites in California.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  2003 California Health Interview Survey. Retrieved from http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/caphi/Pages/ChildhoodAsthmaInitiative.aspx ] 


Radon:
· California has a small percentage of houses expected to have elevated radon overall but has areas of high radon potential in densely populated areas of the state.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  California Department of Public Health. Retrieved from  http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/environhealth/Pages/RadoninCalifornia.aspx ] 

· Only two counties in California, Santa Barbara and Ventura, have an average indoor screening level greater than 4 pCi/L, meaning they are in a “red zone” or have high radon levels.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Environmental Protection Agency.  Retrieved from http://www.epa.gov/radon/states/california.html. ] 


Carbon Monoxide Deaths:
· There were 368 deaths due to carbon monoxide exposure in 2000-2007.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  CDC Environmental Health Tracking Network (2000-2007). Carbon Monoxide Deaths (#)/Multi-Year Period. Retrieved from   http://ephtracking.cdc.gov/QueryPanel/EPHTNQuery/EPHTQuery.html?c=CO&i=-1&m=-1#.] 


Injury-Related Deaths:
· For every 100,000 persons in California, there were 22.92 unintentional deaths at home caused by dangers other than automobile-related issues.[endnoteRef:11] [11:  CDC’s Wisqars Database: Injury Statistics Query & Reporting System. Composite indicator (excluding estimated 20% of unintentional deaths related to motor vehicles). Unintentional Deaths in Home/Death Rate (per 100,000). Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/index.html.   ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Full funding for the Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention program at CDC and at HUD’s Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Control program in FY2015 and beyond will protect the health of California families and prevent continued increases in associated health care costs and societal consequences.








