Idaho Healthy Housing Fact Sheet

The Need in Idaho:

Thirty-four percent of children in Idaho live in households with high housing cost burden, and
approximately one in five children in Idaho live in poverty ' The potential effect of high housing cost
burden and poverty on children and families is exacerbated by the age of Idaho’s housing stock. Just
over 11 percent of Idaho’s homes were built in 1939 or earlier and are likely to contain lead-based
paint.” Unhealthy housing conditions can lead to lead poisoning, injuries, and asthma and other
respiratory problems. Thesehealth problems in turn result in missed school days and poor school
performance for children, and missed work days for parents.

Funding for Healthy Housing in Idaho:

¢ Idaho has received a total of $252,072 in funding for one grant from HUD’s Office of Healthy Homes
and Lead Hazard Control since the inception of the grants program in 1999.

e |daho’s one grant from HUD’s Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control was awarded to the
Panhandle Health District in the city of Kellogg in fiscal year 2003.

e The state of Idaho currently does not.receive funding for healthy homes programmatic activities
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.™

Childhood Lead Poisoning ' .

e The state of Idaho does not have a funded childhood lead-poisoning prevention program. As a
result, limited data are available on lead levels in Idaho children, and resources for screening for
lead poisoning are limited.

e Seventy-eight (78) percent of children at high risk of lead exposure are not being screened.

Asthma:

e Of adults in Idaho, 9.2 percent had current asthma in 2011."

e Of Idaho youths, 4.6 percent had current asthma in 2009."

e In 2005, the cost of asthma-related Medicaid claims in Idaho was $6,169;926."

Radon:

e Thirty-seven (37) percent of homes reporting testing results to the state radon project in Idaho
between 1990 and 2005 tested above the EPA action level for radon.""

e Through May 2010, 51 to 100 percent of test results in nine Idaho counties reported radon levels
greater than the EPA recommended action level of 4 pCi/L; """ The national indoor average radon
level is 1.3 pCi/L.™

Carbon Monoxide Deaths:
e There were 68 deaths due to carbon monoxide exposure from 2000 to 2007 .

Injury-Related Deaths:
e For every 100,000 persons in Idaho, there were 34.85 unintentional deaths at home caused by
dangers other than automobile-related issues.

Full funding for the Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention program at CDC and at HUD’s Office
of Healthy Homes and Lead Control program in FY2015 and beyond will protect the health of Idaho
families and prevent continued increases in associated health care costs and societal consequences.
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