Nebraska Healthy Housing Fact Sheet

The Need in Nebraska:

Twenty-six percent of children in Nebraska live in households with high housing cost burden, and 18
percent of children in Nebraska live in poverty.' The potential effect of high housing cost burden and
poverty on children and families is exacerbated by the age of Nebraska’s housing stock. Twenty-six
percent of Nebraska’s homes were built in 1939 or earlier and are likely to contain lead-based paint."
These factors make Nebraska a high housing hazard state. Unhealthy housing conditions can lead to lead
poisoning, injuries, and asthma and other respiratory problems. In turn, these health problems result in
missed school days and poor school performance for children, and missed work days for parents.

Funding for Healthy Housing in Nebraska:

e Nebraska has received a total of $12,410,631 in funding for eight grants from HUD’s Office of
Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control since the inception of the grants program in 1999.

e The last grantee to be funded from the state of Nebraska from the HUD Office of Healthy Homes
and Lead Hazard Control was the City of Omaha in fiscal year 2010; there were no other grantees
from the state in that year.

e The state of Nebraska currently does not receive funding for healthy homes programmatic activities
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.™

Childhood Lead Poisoning:

e Counties located in southwest Nebraska had lower screening rates in 2005 than the rest of the
state."

e In 2012, Douglas and Lancaster counties had the greatest numbers of children under six with
confirmed blood lead levels greater than 5 pg/dL.’

Asthma:

e Of adults in Nebraska, 7.3 percent had current asthma in 2011.

e Of Nebraska youth, 6.1 percent had current asthma in 2010."

e A 1998 CDC report identifies Nebraska has having the second highest asthma mortality rate in the
nation from 1990-1995.""

Radon:

e Nebraska has a very high prevalence of radon in homes."

e  Fifty-nine (59) percent of Nebraska homes tested for radon by the Nebraska Radon Program through
2011 had radon levels above the recommended level for taking action.™

e The average radon level in homes tested in Nebraska through 2011 is 6.3 pCi/L""; the national
indoor average radon level is 1.3 pCi/L.™

Carbon Monoxide Deaths:
e There were 127 deaths in Nebraska due to carbon monoxide exposure between 2000 and 2007.%

Injury-Related Deaths:
e For every 100,000 persons in Nebraska, there were 32.02 unintentional deaths at home caused by
dangers other than automobile-related issues.”

**Source information included below
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Full funding for the Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention program at CDC and at HUD’s Office
of Healthy Homes and Lead Control program in FY2015 and beyond will protect the health of Nebraska
families and prevent continued increases in associated health care costs and societal consequences.
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