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3) Code Change Proposal Number:
Indicate the Code Change Proposal Number that is being addressed by this Public Comment: PM4-07/08
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5) Proposed Modification (AMPC only):

304.2.1 Lead-based-paint Pre- 1978 BU|Id|nqs Deterlorated palnt on the exterior of property bunt before lead—based—pamt—was
banned_1978 shall be repaired-u

containdead—in accordance with the work practlce standards for renovatlons in 40 CFR 745 85(a), unless documentatlon exrsts
that the palnt does not contaln Iead W

EXCEPTIONS:
1. Property built after 1977, when lead-based paint was banned.
2. Painted surfaces proven to contain no lead-based paint.
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See next page.
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Reason:

Responses to “other agencies already have minimum lead-based paint practices in place:”

(1) The proposed new subsection 304.2.1 has been re-titled from “lead-based paint” to “pre-1978 buildings” to clarify
that the proposed provision refers to interior surfaces in pre-1978 buildings not all lead-based paint issues.

(2) There is no overlap with or conflict between the proposed provision 304.2.1 and state programs regulating lead-
based paint abatement, because abatement involves removal of paint whether or not it is deteriorated, solely
because it contains lead. Safely repairing deteriorated paint is an essential maintenance function unrelated to
abatement. If adopted, the proposed provision will help property owners to avoid costly abatement ordered by a
health agency after a child is lead-poisoned.

(3) The jurisdictions where the property maintenance code requires repair of deteriorated paint using safe practices
will be able to conform to the proposed provision 304.2.1.

Considering the committee’s comments about definitions:

(1) Work practices: Since the code change hearing in February, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
published its final Renovation, Repair and Painting rule. The requirements of this rule will become well-known in
the coming months since they will apply to millions of property maintenance activities conducted in pre-1978
homes and child-occupied facilities effective April 22, 2010. At 42 CFR 745.85(a), the rule provides thorough
instructions for, work practice standards for the safe repair of deteriorated paint. In this modified proposed
section 304.2.1, we propose to incorporate these standards by reference since they are understandable and
enforceable. In addition, since these standards specify dangerous practices, it will not be necessary to list them
in the code as previously proposed.

(2) Lead-based paint: With the adoption of PM 19 as revised, the code will contain a definition of lead that will permit
understanding and enforcement of the modified proposed section 304.2.1.

The purpose of the proposed addition to Code requirements for the surfaces of the exterior structure is to incorporate
measures that reflect current knowledge about managing lead-based paint and excessive moisture and thereby
prevent lead poisoning and mold. Multiple studies have demonstrated that lead dust, which is caused by
deteriorated lead-based paint and some methods of paint repair, is the major source of lead exposure for young
children. The dangers associated with exposure to lead-based paint hazards are well-known: lead is associated with
a range of serious health effects on children, including detrimental effects on cognitive and behavioral development
with serious personal and social consequences that may persist throughout their lifetime. More than 36 million pre-
1978 US housing units contain lead-based paint.

The proposed addition to section 304.2 is necessary because the existing code fails to specifically require, in older
properties that are likely to contain lead-based paint, the use of precautionary practices in order to prevent the
dispersal of lead before, during, and after the repair work, in the course of complying with subsection 304.2's
requirement to repair peeling, flaking and chipped paint. The proposal improves the current Code by adding a health-
protective requirement to perform the repair safely using work practice standards. The proposed new sub-section
contains two exceptions to the requirement: properties built before 1978 and where the deteriorated paint has been
documented to not contain lead (such as by a lead-based paint inspection or risk assessment or through completion
of another government-approved test method or ANSI standard).



