National Safe and Healthy
Housing Coalition

The Honorable Betty McCollum The Honorable David Joyce

Chair Ranking Member

Subcommittee on the Interior, Environment, Subcommittee on the Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

May 1, 2020

Dear Chair McCollum and Ranking Member Joyce:

On behalf of the National Safe and Healthy Housing Coalition, we would like to express our
appreciation and thanks for the support lead poisoning prevention and healthy homes received in
the Fiscal Year 2020 appropriations bill. In particular, we applaud the level funding for the radon
program and the lead categorical grant program.

The current COVID-19 crisis has wreaked a heavy social and financial toll on the U.S. The
significance of these programs is more important than ever as millions of Americans are
currently homebound in response to the ongoing pandemic. As you consider the Fiscal Year
2021 funding bill, we urge you to continue to support the vital work of these programs and
increase funding to a total of $77 million. This includes $34 million for EPA’s Categorical
Grants for lead and radon, $16 million for the Lead Risk Reduction Program, $4 million for the
Indoor Air Radon Program, $15 million for the Reduce Risk from Indoor Air Program, and $8
million for the Children and Other Sensitive Populations Program.

EPA’s Lead Categorical Grant and Lead Risk Reduction Program are key to the nation’s
childhood lead poisoning prevention efforts. Through funding for states and EPA regional
offices, these programs support science-based standards used to define what lead hazards are in
order to protect pregnant women and vulnerable children; they require lead-safe work practices
during renovation, repair, and painting work; and they ensure that consumers seeking lead
inspection, abatement, and risk assessment services can find qualified, trained individuals to
perform the work properly. Communities will require more resources to address the needs of
lead poisoned children. We urge Congress to increase funding of these programs to $17 million
and $16 million, respectively.

EPA’s Radon Categorical Grant, Indoor Air: Radon, and Reduce Risk from Indoor Air programs
work to protect residents from health risks associated with indoor air, including radon, the
second leading cause of lung cancer in the U.S.; asthma triggers located in the home; and mold,
which is a particular concern in the aftermath of flooding. As awareness of radon as a public



health issue has increased, the demand for radon mitigation services is also expected to increase.
We urge Congress to increase the funding of these programs at $17 million, $4 million, and $15
million, respectively.

EPA’s Children and Other Sensitive Populations: Agency Coordination effort ensures that
agency programs protect children’s environmental health, including work on developing
regulations, improving science policy, implementing programs at the community level, and
measuring progress on children’s health. The incidence of asthma and a number of other chronic
diseases is increasing nationwide. Therefore, more resources are needed to address the needs of
these sensitive populations. We urge Congress to increase funding of this program to $8 million.

The National Safe and Healthy Housing Coalition is a broad, voluntary coalition of over 400
organizations working to improve housing conditions nationwide. The coalition promotes
policies for safe and healthy housing in the United States, with special emphasis on those who
are disproportionately impacted. Congress should protect the most vulnerable citizens, children,
and the elderly. This funding will help to accomplish that aim. These vital programs must be
funded in order to support healthy housing for all.

Thank you for your consideration of our request and for your continued support of lead
poisoning prevention and healthy homes. The nation’s children will benefit enormously from
your leadership.

Please contact Sarah Goodwin at sarah@nshhcoalition.org if we can provide further information.

Sincerely,
Gillian Mittelstaedt Amanda Reddy
Co-Chair Co-Chair
National Safe and Healthy Housing National Safe and Healthy Housing
Coalition Coalition
Issaquah, WA Columbia, MD
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U.S. Provinces

Silver Spring, MD

James Ratti

General Manager
Environmental Lead Detect Inc.
San Francisco, CA

Nancy Halpern Ibrahim

Executive Director

Esperanza Community Housing Corporation
Los Angeles, CA

Scott Smith

Project Foreman

First State Community Action Agency
Georgetown, DE

Ruth Ann Noton
President and CEO

Sr. Jean Rupertus

Project Manager

Chester Community Coalition
Chester, PA

Steven A. Fischer
Executive Director
Chester Housing Authority
Chester, PA

Marilou L. Yingling

Lead Program Coordinator

City of York — Bureau of Health
York, PA

Debra Campbell

President

A Community Voice — Louisiana
New Orleans, LA

Catherine C. Broooks
President
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Lizbeth Aguirre-Jaimes
Oakland, CA
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North Richland Hills, TX

Christopher Bloom
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Chester, PA
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New York, NY
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Affinia Healthcare
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Pottstown, PA
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Maternal Family Health Services
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Cook County Department of Public Health
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Jennifer Becker
Rochester, NY

Dorothy Bloom
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Shelley Bruce
Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Madison, WI

Sarah Bucic
Wilmington, DE
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Las Vegas, NV
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Manitowoc, WI
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Barr & Clark, Inc.
Huntington Beach, CA
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Oak Park, IL

Molly Dougherty
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First Up
Philadelphia, PA
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Latin American Community Center
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National Center for Healthy Housing
Takoma Park, MD
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Olmsted Falls, OH

Melissa Herman
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Washington, DC
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University of Illinois at Chicago School
of Public Health

Chicago, IL

Lydia Jacobs
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Las Vegas, NV
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The Environmental Institute
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Barbara Gold
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Kathleen Lauckner
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NvCLPPP
Las Vegas, NV
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Pottstown, PA
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Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart
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Tulane University School of Medicine
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Bethesda, MD
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Amy Murphy Consulting
Milwaukee, WI
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ClientRescue
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Fresno, CA

Keith Piner
Huntington Beach, CA

Don Ryan

Rebuilding Together Arlington/Fairfax/
Falls Church

Arlington, VA

Jennifer Lopez
Las Vegas, NV
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Livable Housing, Inc.
York, PA

Kate McAllister
Berwyn, PA

Pamela Mertz
Bethesda, MD
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Greg Moon
Columbia, MO

Jeremy Nguyen
Barr & Clark, Inc.
Huntington Beach, CA

Michelle Nusum-Smith
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Frederick, MD

Amber Osterholt
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New York, NY

Channing Phillips
Washington, DC
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Nurse Family Partnership
Philadelphia, PA

Cynthia Scarborough
Chester, PA
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Patrick Strodel
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Las Vegas, NV
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Watson Corporation
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Barr & Clark, Inc.
Huntington Beach, CA

Alice Wright
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Philadelphia, PA
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ICF
Kensington, MD

Amy Zimmerman
Chicago, IL

Danny Shaw
Philadelphia, PA

Elizabeth Staebler
Pizzica Pediatrics
Philadelphia, PA

Ellen Tohn
Wayland, MA

Thomas Vernon
Philadelphia, PA

Tanner Walsh
Upland, PA

Michael Weitzman
New York University School of Medicine
New York, NY

Dana Williams
Huntington Beach, CA

Maliki Yacouba
Marion County Public Health Department
Indianapolis, IN

Francis Zimmer
Oneida County Health Department
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