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LEAD EXPOSURE 

THE PROBLEM 

• Over half a million U.S. children 1-5 years old are have elevated blood lead levels.i

• Childhood exposure to lead has lifelong consequences, including decreased IQ and cognitive function,
developmental delays, and behavior problems; very high levels can cause seizures, coma, and even death.ii

• 37.1 million homes in the U.S. have lead-based paint hazards.iii

• No safe blood lead level in children has been identified.iv

• Lead poisoning is 100% preventable.

THE COST 

• Educational system costs are estimated at $38,000 over three years per impacted child with elevated
blood lead levels.v

• In 2008, the economic costs to society of lead poisoning alone were estimated at $50 billion.vi

THE SOLUTION 

• Eliminate hazards before they poison a child.

• Fund state and local programs to provide critical public health and housing services to prevent childhood
lead exposure. CDC funds public education and tracking, while HUD funds housing mitigation, all
competitively awarded to local jurisdictions in greatest need.

• Research has shown that these two programs are effective.vii, viii

• Increase investment in primary prevention strategies to prevent exposure to lead in the home.

RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

• For every $1 spent to reduce lead hazards, there is a benefit of at least $1.39. ix

• HUD estimates that the number of children under five with blood poisoning would have included an
additional 265,000 children if not for HUD programs’ actions to control hazards in over 370,000 housing
units.x

NEEDED ACTIONS 

Funding in FY 2019 should be: 

 CDC’s Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention Program = $50,000,000

 CDC’s National Asthma Control Program = $30,000,000

 HUD’s Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes = $230,000,000

 EPA’s Lead Categorical Grant and Lead Risk Reduction Programs = $27,306,000 total
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