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LeadWatch is designed to share news and information about CPLP and lead 
poisoning prevention efforts, environmental health issues, safer neighbor-
hoods, and better nutrition to support overall health status in the Greater 
Monroe County, NY area. Send contributions to elizabethmcdade@flhsa.org. 
All photo credits: Elizabeth McDade 

COALITION ANNOUNCES FUNDING 
FOR EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

In honor of National Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week (October 21-27), Congresswoman Louise 
Slaughter joined with members of the Coalition to 
Prevent Lead Poisoning and City of Rochester 
Deputy Mayor Len Redon on Wednesday October 
24th to announce the Coalition’s new outreach 
and education grant. 

The Coalition will receive $65,000 from the City of 
Rochester to support lead poisoning prevention 
education and awareness through a $3 million 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 
(HUD) Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard 
Control grant recently awarded to the City of 
Rochester. The HUD Office Healthy Homes and 
Lead Hazard Control promotes local efforts to 
eliminate dangerous lead hazards from lower in-
come homes; stimulates private sector invest-
ment in lead hazard control; and educates the 
public about the dangers of lead-based paint.  

 

 
L to r: Ralph Spezio, Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning; Congress-
woman Louise Slaughter; Deputy Mayor Len Redon, City of Roches-
ter; Dr. Richard Kennedy, Anthony Jordan Health Center; Dr. Laurie 
Donohue, Anthony Jordan Health Center Medical Director at Brown 
Square and Woodward; Mel Callan, Coalition to Prevent Lead Poison-
ing; Keri Santos, Anthony Jordan WIC Program Coordinator; Elizabeth 
McDade, Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning; Dr. Bridgette Wiefling, 
Anthony Jordan Health Center. Photo credit: Taimur Gibson 
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“I want to thank Congresswoman Slaughter and 
the Coalition for their tireless effort to keep fami-
lies safe from lead-paint poisoning,” said Mayor 
Thomas S. Richards. “This is a partnership that will 
have a tremendous impact on the children of this 
community. The City of Rochester is committed to 
ensuring its children can grow up in lead-safe 
homes and maintaining a constant focus on the 
insidious and nearly invisible dangers of lead ex-
posure.” 

Congresswoman Slaughter stated, “I advocated 
for full funding of the HUD Healthy Homes and 
Lead Hazard Control Program and am thrilled to 
see our community directly benefitting from 
those efforts.” 

Mel Callan, a family nurse practioner at Highland 
Family Medicine and co-chair of the Coalition 
said, “We are extraordinarily pleased to be here 
with Congresswoman Slaughter today. Her record 
as a staunch advocate for children and a champi-
on to reduce lead paint poisoning is a matter of 
public record.” Callan continued, “Our collabora-
tive partnership with the City of Rochester to 
make sure our community knows to get homes 
and children tested for exposure to the perma-
nently debilitating effects of lead paint is one in 
which we take pride. We are grateful for their 
generous support.” 

 

 
The Coalition looks forward to working with the 
Ad Council and Roberts Communications to create 
educational materials including lead poisoning 
prevention brochures in five languages, Healthy 
Home: Environmental Health Hazards—our DVD 
that combines CPLP’s Lead Awareness for Parents 

and the Rochester Healthy Home Partnership’s 
Healthy Home, Healthy Homes/Healthy Families—
a 24-page resource guide that provides infor-
mation related to lead remediation resources, 
practical tips for reducing environmental hazards, 
as well local resources related to improving a 
child’s environmental health, and our on-going 
awareness campaign in print, TV, and radio.  

 

 

HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOOD PROGRAM 
HELPS SAVE FAMILY OF SIX 

At the end of August, Coalition staff Elizabeth 
McDade met with a Unity Health Pediatric Out-
Patient Social Worker from their Main St loca-
tion.  The Social Worker had requested lead poi-
soning prevention materials and because many of 
her clients live in the 14611 zip code, Elizabeth 
sent her a PDF of the Monroe County Department 
of Public Health Healthy Neighborhood Program 
flyer. 

 

The Social Worker shared this information with 
one of her clients.  This client lived in the 14611 
neighborhood and she contacted the County and 
scheduled an appointment.  

Latisha Williams from the County visited the 
family and after noticing that the smoke detectors 
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on the first floor had been disconnected (they 
were hardwired). Latisha installed a battery oper-
ated smoke detector on the second floor – prom-
ising to return at a future date and install a smoke 
detector on the first floor. 

How do we know this?  Because the woman 
called the Coalition office (she got a lead poison-
ing prevention brochure at her doctor’s office) 
and shared the most amazing story—seems her 
home caught fire and burned down a few weeks 
ago. This woman and her five children were saved 
because the smoke detector that Latisha Williams 
installed on the 2nd floor woke up one of the 
daughters. Mom was unconscious due to the car-
bon monoxide and all the children were hospital-
ized due to smoke inhalation, but they survived 
the fire because of the work of the Monroe Coun-
ty Healthy Neighborhood Program. 

The family is recovering and living in the 14609 
neighborhood. KUDOS to everyone in the Monroe 
County Department of Public Health Healthy 
Neighborhood Program!  

 

 

CITY OF ROCHESTER 2012 LEAD 
HAZARD CONTROL PROGRAM  
The City of Rochester Lead Hazard Control Pro-
gram provides financial assistance to privately-
held 1-4 unit residential structures located in the 
City of Rochester to control lead based paint haz-
ards. Both landlords and owner-occupants are eli-
gible. 

Assistance will be provided as follows: $14,000 for 
a 1-unit structure, $20,000 for a 2-unit structure, 
$26,000 for a 3-unit structure; and $32,000 for a 
4-unit structure.  

Funds will be provided in the form of a 5-year de-
ferred loan. All applicants and properties must be 
approved for the program per HUD requirements. 
The City will provide funds for lead hazard control 
to include, but not limited to: window & door re-
placement, porch repair / replacement, paint sta-
bilization, and remediation of bare soil. Assistance 
will vary with the needs of the property.   

Go to the City of Rochester’s website at 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/leadpaint/ to 
learn more about the program and find out spe-
cific grant application requirements.  

Or, you can contact one of the following agencies 
for more information about how to apply to the 
program: 

 Action for a Better Community 
550 E. Main St 
Rochester, NY 14604 
(585) 325-5116 
www.abcinfo.org/ 

If you own your own home or rental 
property in the city and would like to ap-
ply, you may register to attend one of 
ABC’s weekly scheduled orientations. 
During this orientation, staff will take you 
through the application process, program 
policies, and procedures.  

Rental Property Owner Orientations are 
Wednesday at 10:00am and Owner-
Occupied Orientations are Wednesday at 
5:30pm. Both sessions take place at 550 
East Main Street. Please go to 
www.abcinfo.org/ to register for the 
grant orientation. 

 

 Neighborworks Rochester 
Anwar Pickett 
570 South Ave.   
Rochester, NY 14620 
(585) 325-4170 x318 

Weekly Orientations take place on 
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm at 570 South Av-
enue. 
www.nwrochester.org/home_ownership/
orientation.shtml  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofrochester.gov/leadpaint/
http://www.abcinfo.org/
http://www.abcinfo.org/
http://www.nwrochester.org/home_ownership/orientation.shtml
http://www.nwrochester.org/home_ownership/orientation.shtml
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TESTING AT JORDAN HEALTH LINK  
The bi-monthly Lead Testing pilot program for 
children and pregnant woman at the Anthony 
Jordan Health Link site on Upper Falls Blvd has 
been a great success. 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 
NOVEMBER  
Wednesday 11/7 and 11/14 from 1-5pm 
DECEMBER  
Wednesday 12/5 and 12/19 from 1-5pm  
 

130+ children and pregnant women have been 
tested for exposure to lead since September 
2011.  In the last quarter of 2011, 64% of the chil-
dren we tested were receiving their first test. 
While the majority of children we test have re-
sults under 10 ug/dL, there have been several 
children whose blood test results required an 
immediate medical follow up. 

“Lead can be stored in a woman's body for years, 
and then passed from mother to baby during 
pregnancy,” stated Keri Santos, staff member at 
the Anthony Jordan Health Link. “The New York 
State Dept. of Health recommends that women 
who are pregnant or planning to become preg-
nant should get a blood lead test and learn how 
to protect themselves and their babies from 
lead.” 

We are extraordinarily grateful for the generous 
and continued support of the Monroe Plan for 
Medical Care and for the wonderful collaborative 
working relationships that have been established 
with the Anthony Jordan Health Link, ACM Labor-
atory, and the Western NY Lead Poisoning Re-
source Center.  

The September-December 2012 schedule (in Eng-
lish and Spanish) can be downloaded from our 
website at www.letsmakeleadhistory.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Outreach event at Sacred Heart Cathedral. A family filling out a sur-
vey on fruit and vegetable consumption and picking up information 
about getting their home tested for lead hazards.  Twin sisters read-
ing a “Lead, The Silent Threat” comic book. 

 

 

http://www.letsmakeleadhistory.org/
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MIKE HANLEY RECEIVES 2012 DENNY 
RAY AWARD 
Mike Hanley received a 2012 Dennison Ray Award 
at the September 13th NYS Bar Association’s 
Partnership Conference in Albany. 
www.nlada.org/About/About_Awards#ray 

Empire Justice’s CEO Anne Ericson stated in her 
announcement about the award, “It is difficult to 
capture how much Mike has done–what an im-
pact he has had on us, our work, our clients, the 
whole system of justice in New York–over the 
course of his 30+ year career in legal services.   His 
legal work is far reaching and groundbreaking—
from litigating federal housing discrimination in 
Buffalo and driving $130 million into the 
city to successfully challenging local ordinances 
that put domestic violence victims at risk of evic-
tion, Mike has been creative and dogged in his 
pursuit of justice. His policy advocacy on lead 
poisoning prevention, code enforcement and 
foreclosure prevention is equally creative and 
persistent.” She continued “Anyone who has 
spent any time with Mike or worked on any issues 
with him knows that his ability to translate the 
complex into the understandable is truly a 
gift. Mike has embraced technology with a venge-
ance and moved way beyond almost all of us in 
his ability to harness data, mapping, computer 
analysis and graphics to understand the impact of 
policies and to paint powerful data-driven policy 
pictures in ways that are impossible to ignore.” 

Here is what some of his colleagues had to say in 
supporting his nomination…..  

“It was through this experience (of getting his help 
with a really tough heart-wrenching case) that I 
learned about Mike’s dedication, both in serving 
the needs of the poor and vulnerable clients and 
to ensuring that young legal services lawyers de-
velop the skills they need to provide the best pos-
sible representation to our clients…” 

“I am constantly amazed by the range of his 
knowledge of housing issues…he is an expert of 
the range of issues affecting urban tenants, but he 
has not lost his rural roots and remains very 
aware of the dynamics and challenges of repre-
senting tenants in rural areas.” 

“Mike has been among the most creative gener-
ous knowledgeable colleagues I have had in my 
career, always ready to help and offer penetrating 
advice –and a friend and mentor to commiserate 
with and provide support when the going gets 
rough…”  

“Mike has meant so much to so many people–as a 
creative and brilliant advocate, supportive men-
tor, gifted teacher and compassionate friend.  His 
soft voice and gentle demeanor belie his un-
matched fervor for justice…”  

We couldn’t agree more. Congratulations Mike! 

 

 
 
 

JOIN THE NYS LEAD POISONING 
PREVENTION DISCUSSION GROUP 

The New York State Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Discussion Group is for community health advo-
cates, health and legal practitioners, researchers 
and others—anyone who is working to eliminate 
lead poisoning in children. Register for the discus-
sion group at http://wnylc.com/?page_id=81 

To facilitate quick approval of your registration, 
put “CPLP referral” in the box on the webpage 
that asks for an organizational affiliation. 

Much of the discussion will relate to "primary 
prevention" efforts to find and eliminate lead-
paint hazards in housing before children are poi-
soned. Participants will use this forum list to facili-
tate cross-agency (health, code enforcement, so-
cial services) discussions and exchanges of infor-
mation.  We hope to increase of awareness of ini-
tiatives being explored and undertaken by cities 
and counties across the state. 

Please share with any lead poisoning prevention 
advocates interested in joining the list to share in-
formation on local lead poisoning prevention 
news and issues.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.nlada.org/About/About_Awards#ray
http://wnylc.com/?page_id=81
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COALITON ARCHIVES PROJECT 

Thanks to the stalwart efforts of Dr. David Broad-
bent, discussions regarding housing the CPLP ar-
chive with the University of Rochester Rush Rhees 
library have begun in earnest. The work of this 
Coalition and its members is singular and semi-
nal.  It’s important that it get saved and shared 
with others.  You can help us do this! 

 Figure out how many boxes of files you 
have and make list of what they contain 
(paper files, VHS, audio tapes, etc.)  

 Got lots of photos? Label them so we 
know who, what, where, and why 

 Decide if certain materials are sensitive 
and need to be restricted for a period of 
time? Rush Rhees’ standard timeframe 
for restricting materials is 30-40 years 

 Edit your contribution to eliminate any 
duplicative materials (the library does not 
want 20 copies of anything) and make 
sure you are not donating a box full of 
NYSDOH pamphlets 

Once the materials have been accessioned at the 
library, a finding aid will be developed by library 
staff.  This process may take 6-18 months. Once 
this process is completed, Coalition members, 
along with the general public, will have complete 
access to the archives.  Those who wish to access 
the archive will have to make an appointment to 
do so but that is a standard process in any re-
search facility. 

Files currently in use by CPLP staff and coalition 
members will, of course, not be donated at this 
time as we are still using them.   

Please take a look through your files and consider 
whether or not you have something to contribute 
to this important project by the end of October.  
Also, suggestions of who else might have materi-
als to contribute (including phone numbers 
and/or email addresses) would be very helpful. 
Thank you.  

 

 

 

FREE RRP CLASSES  
The Monroe County Department of Public 
Health’s Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Lead Hazard Control Grant and Primary Preven-
tion Grant are funding Free RRP Training. Classes 
take place in Rochester and are provided by Cor-
nell University – Industrial Labor Relations. 

2012 TRAINING SCHEDULE  

November 6th, 13th 

December 4th, 11th 

Register by calling Cornell University – Industrial 
Labor Relations at (866) 850-5280 x109. For more 
information, please go to 
www.monroecounty.gov/eh-hudgrant.php 

The new Renovation, Repair and Painting rule 
(RRP) affect anyone who is paid to perform work 
that disturbs paint in housing and child-occupied 
facilities built before 1978. This includes: residen-
tial rental property owners/managers, general 
contractors, maintenance personnel and trade 
contractors, including: HVAC, painters, plumbers, 
carpenters, and electricians. 

This course is open to anyone interested in work-
ing safely with lead paint hazards although seat-
ing is limited so you must pre-register. You do not 
need to be a Monroe County resident to partici-
pate, although persons referred by Monroe Coun-
ty have priority registration. Applicants must 
bring 1 color passport photo with name on the 
back to the training session.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.monroecounty.gov/eh-hudgrant.php
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THANK YOU 
We are extremely grateful for the support of: 

Ad Council of Rochester 

City of Rochester 

Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency 

Monroe Plan for Medical Care 

NYS Pollution Prevention Institute 

Roberts Communications 

Rochester Area Community Foundation 

Waldron Rise Foundation 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS / STAFF 

Stephanie Annunziata 
Mel Callan, co-chair 

Michael Hanley, co-chair 

Katrina Korfmacher, Ph.D 

Judy McMaster 

Dr. Stanley Schaffer 

Elizabeth McDade, Program Manager 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Due to renovations at the Finger Lakes Health Sys-
tems Agency through Dec. 2012, any meetings 
normally scheduled at the FLHSA have been re-
scheduled to other locations. Please review the re-
vised meeting schedule and/or check with Com-
mittee Chair for temporary meeting locations. 
Thanks! 
 

Board of Directors 
3rd Tuesday of the mo./4 x a year, 9AM 
 

Executive Committee 
1st Wednesday of the month, 10:30AM 
 

Government Relations 
1st Wednesday of the month, 9AM 
 

Screening and Prof. Education 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 9AM 
Mon. Co. Dept of Health, 111 Westfall Rd 

 


